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Environment and Human Movement:;
Historical Perspective

A Migration has always been a possible coping strategy for
people facing environmental changes such as sudden
disasters or cyclical climate conditions.

A Prehistory and history are marked by (episodic and
localised) human movement from one climate zone to
another
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A Higher global population:
€ increased pressure on natural environment and resource base
é higher volume of people living in vulnerable environments

A Rate of environmental degradation has increased

é environment and ecosystems are degrading at a rapid pace (MA 200!
UNEP GE® Report 2007)

é climate change is occurring (IPCC 2007)
€ an increase in natural disasters (CRED database)

A Globalisation:

é increased mobility and transport routes
e Increased access to information and mass media
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Environment and Human Movement:
Three Key Aspects of Debate

There are 3 key aspects to the debate Surrounding
Environmentally Induced Migration

wDefinitional debate over terminology

wDebate over whether there is such a thing as environmental
migrationg can environmental factors be identified as a
root cause for displacemer

wWho should provide protectiorto environmental migrants?
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EACH-OR Project Objectives

A To discover and describe the causes of forced migration
In relation to environmental degradation/change and
their association with other social, political and economic
phenomena

A To provide plausible future scenarios of environmentally
Induced forced migration
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The Mekong River

The Mekong River Basin

Characteristics:

Area: 795,000 ki (21)
Length of mainstream: 4,400 km (12)

Average discharge: 15,000 m'/s (8)
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MRC Secretariat, 2000

Source: Vietnamese National Mekong Committee (VNMC)
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Mekong Delta:
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General Data

A 22% of total populatiorf18 million people)
A 12% of total land area

A 40% of cultivated land

A 27% GDP

Crucial for National Food Security and Export
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Envisat image of the Mekong Delta in Vietham, 6 February 2007
(Source: ESA 2007)

A ~90% of total national rice export
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Flood Depth
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High Flood®ccur when 3 factors occur
simultaneously:

1. Large water volumes due to typhoons or
tropical low pressure systems are received
from upstream

2. Long and heavy rainfall within the Mekong
Delta

3. High tides produce high water levels in the
delta canals and river channels reducing
their drainage capacity.

Source: MRC 2003 Social Atlas of the Lower Mekong Basin
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