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Key definition recollection 

ÅDisaster - damaging or destructive event causing hardship, suffering or death

ÅDisaster Risk Reduction - policies and practices to minimise losses by:

ü hazard minimisation (where possible)

ü reducing exposure and susceptibility

ü enhancing coping and adaptive capacity

ÅHazard - situation posing a level of threat to life, health, property or environment 

ÅResilience - positive capacity of people to cope with stress and hazard impacts

ÅVulnerability - conditions which increase the susceptibility of a community to the 

impact of hazards 

ÅCope - ability to use available resources to meet basic needs at times of adversity

ÅAdaptation - involves a permanent change in the livelihood or economic systems 

of the affected people, usually driven by repeated exposure to hazard 

ÅTransboundary ðpolitical territory across two or more states
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Context

ÅDisaster ða development concern?
ü Hinders MDGsachievements: e.g. MDG1&2/ vsClimate Variability

ü Affects poverty reduction efforts 

ÅRarely do disasters just happen 
ü are a result from failures of development that increase vulnerability to hazard events

Å Three evolution stages:
ü first, involved viewing hazards as disasters

ü second, emphasized the physical protection of assets from hazards

ü third, strengthening the capacity of people by reducing the negative effects of 
development practices on vulnerability (DRR)

ÅAt what stage is SADC?
ü mainly at the first and second stages but now moving towards the third through 

stronger integration with development
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Scope
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Å 15 SADC member states  has approx.

200 million people

Å SADC Characterised by extremes in

climate and hydrological response

Å Floods and droughts constitute the

hydrological features the region & 

occur almost cyclically

Å 15 Major River Basins are shared; JWC;

PJCs and Bilateral arrangements

Å SADC Protocol on Shared 

Watercourse Systems fosters closer 

cooperation for common waters

Å Protocol - a legal basis for forming river basin organizations

Å The shared river basins - a formidable opportunity to address water 

related transboundary DRR

Å Increased frequency of Floods and droughts experienced



Flood Aspects
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Å Climate variability contributes to the risk of farming in SADC

Å 2000/2001evastating floods triggered 

high level cooperation for: 
ü improved technical collaboration,

ü Hazard anticipation, mitigation, response

ü risk reduction allocation of resources

Å Extraordinary SADC Summit reviewed 

impacts in March 2000, Maputo 

Å SADC  Integrated Disaster Management 

Framework & Technical Committee on

disaster management formed, Aug 2000

Å Multi -sectoral disaster management strategy for the region set, Aug 2001

Å Technical Committee reviewed Strategy in 2005 for re -alignment with: 

SIPO/RISDP; UN-ISDR/AU-NEPAD

Å Sept 1998 - SADC-HYCOS Project - real time transboundary data 

collection platforms and transmission system 



Droughts reality

Å Drought - most important natural disaster

in economic, social and environmental terms 

Å Water availability is a critical determinant

in coping with drought 

Å Physical drought impacts include :
ü reduction in agricultural production

ü hydroelectric power generation

ü Reduced water intensive non-agricultural production (processing)

ü Compromised domestic water availability (health implications)

Å 1991/92 agricultural season - worst drought in 

living memory affecting 1.3 million people

Å Same year, 1983 -DMC became full operational:

- Climate monitoring & Prediction
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Current Efforts

Å Most member States more reactive to disaster occurrences

Å Now, generation of hazard mapping and Disaster 

Vulnerability Assessments in some

Å SADC Disaster Risk Reduction Strategic Plan (2006 -2010):
ð Recognises national level as best suited for some actions

ð Facilitate national level interventions, develop & implement in line with SADC 

RISDP

ð sets strategic directions with respect to disaster risk management related 

activities

Å SADC DMC - weather and climate predictions  & timely early 
warnings,

Å SADC-HYCOS strengthening of National and Transboundary data 

handling

Å Trans-frontier Conservation Areas establishment cooperation 
opportunity
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Issues and Challenges

Å Difference in DRR capacity variation between countries comprise 

lasting partnerships

Å Weak Capacity to initiate and implement DRR

Å Difference in Level of DRR commitment/promise

Å Ineffective communication with stakeholders at all levels

Å Incompatible policy and legislation between governments

Å No authority for lower levels to handle international matters ð

devolution of powers

Å Security Issues - safety and welfare of national govts - building trust 

is crucial

Å Lack of resources - investment

Å Mitigation of the temporal and spatial climate variability entails 

attractive environment for investment in water infrastructure ðflood 

contain/water storage for water availability for productive use 
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Food for thought

Å Maximize on the existing political -will to ensure DRR prioritisation

Å Vigorous advocacy on attitude change & practices - DRR & Dev

Å Promotion Private sector to foster a culture of disaster prevention

Å Develop policy, legislative and institutional frameworks for disaster 

risk reduction

Å Develop sustainable infrastructure and scientific, technological, 

technical and institutional capacities to address disaster impacts

Å Demonstrable opportunity cost of non -DRR approach

Å Mobilise greater involvement of stakeholders in the DRR 

Transboundary discourse

Å Facilitate stronger networking and exchange of hazards 

information across sectors and borders ðGWP networks etc

Å Strengthen the implementation of social safety -net mechanisms 

to assist the vulnerable needy

Å Promote establishment of Emergency Fund mechanism - response
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Epilogue : Classical Indigenous DRR

Kuomboka  Ceremony ïñGet out" of  the heading Waters
Zambezi River, Mongu, Zambia

Muzarabani - Protect food from transboundary Backwater
Musengezi / Musingwa  Rivers ïZimbabwe

Further reading : 2007 DIPECHO evaluation report 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/pdf_files/evaluation/2007/...
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