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 Water efficiency in alignment with global and 

regional targets: 

 

SDG and water efficiency 

 

WWF 2015 and water efficiency 

 

Europe and water efficiency 
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  UN Water’s recommendation 
for a global goal on water – 
January 2014 

 

 

   

 Targets 

A. Achieve universal access to safe drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene 

B. Improve by (x%) the sustainable use and 
development of water resources in all countries  

C. All countries strengthen equitable, participatory 
and accountable water governance 

D. Reduce wastewater pollution and improve 
water quality by reducing untreated domestic 
and industrial wastewater by (x%); increasing 
wastewater reused safely by (y%); and reducing 
nutrient pollution by (z%) to maximize water 
resource availability and improve water quality 

E. Reduce mortality by (x%) and economic loss by 
(y%) from natural and human-induced water-
related disasters 
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UN Open  Working Group on SDGs May 2014 

Focus area 6: Water and sanitation for a sustainable world 

a) by 2030, provide universal access to safe and affordable drinking water, sanitation and 
hygiene, especially for women and girls 

b) by 2030, improve wastewater management, recycling and reuse by x% 

c) by 2030, improve water-use efficiency by x% in all sectors, with particular focus on 
agriculture 

d) implement integrated water resource management, including appropriate trans-boundary 
co-operation 

e) by 2030, bring fresh water extraction in line with sustainable supply, protect and restore 
ecosystems, to provide water-related services 

f) by 2030, significantly improve water quality, eliminate pollution and dumping of toxic 
materials in water bodies, and protect aquifers 

g) invest in water harvesting and storage technologies, and double the rainwater harvested by 
2030 

h) decrease by x% mortality and serious injuries, and decrease economic  losses caused by 
water-related disasters, by 2030  

 

Source:  Working Document for 11th Session 5-9 May 2014 
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UN Open  Working Group on SDGs 
Water within other focus areas – as crosscutting element – a few examples 

Focus area 2. Sustainable agriculture, food security and nutrition 

c) by 2030 ensure sustainable food production systems with high yields, and reduce intensity of 
use of water by at least x%, chemicals by at least y%, and energy by at least z% 

Focus area 7. Energy 

Focus area 10. Sustainable cities and human settlements 

a) …Basic services for all… 

d)    Reduce ecological footprints of cities 
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Water efficiency in the thematic framework for WWF 2015 

Action Goal Topics Comments 

1. A water-
safe world for 
all 

 

1.1 Enough Safe Water for All 

1.2 Integrated Sanitation for All and Disaster Preparedness 

1.3 Adapting to Change: Managing Risk and Uncertainty for 
Resilience  

1.4 Infrastructure for Sustainable WRM and Services ” Reduce NRW” 

2. Water for 
development 
and 
prosperity 

2.1 Water for Food ”More crop per drop” 

2.2 Water for Energy “More energy per drop” 

2.3 Water and Cities ” Reduce NRW” 

3. Water for 
harmony 
between 
humans and 
nature 

 

3.1 Green Growth, Water Stewardship and Industry ”Produce more with less” 

3.2 Managing and Restoring Ecosystems for Water Services and 
Bio-diversity 

“Save water for 
environmental flows” 

3.3 Ensuring Water Quality from Ridge to Reef 

3.4 Smart Implementation of IWRM “Share efficiently between 
sectors” 
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”The EU should set ambitious, credible targets as soon as possible to improve the 
overall resource productivity of the EU economy, with a view to achieving the EU 2020 
objective of overall decoupling of resource use and its environmental impacts from 
economic growth. Indicator to measure progress towards these targets should, in 
addition to carbon, include three three key resources: materials, water and land” 

 
Source: European Resource Efficiency Platform – Manifesto and Policy Recommendations, 2014 

Thematic Framework - Not one efficiency topic, but valuable 
input to at least 6 out of 11 topics – How does this link to 
current European priorities? 
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”The EEA State of Water Report highlights worrying trends 
showing increase and wider spread of water scarcity and stress 
which is expected to affect in 2030 about half of EU river basins. 
To respond to this, in addition to improving water allocation 
based on ecological flow, water efficiency measures should be 
taken to save water and, in many cases, to save energy too” 

 
 

 

Source: A Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water Resources COM (2012) 
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Blueprint’s proposed actions 

Blueprint's proposed action Who will take 
it? 

By when? 

Develop CIS Guidance on Natural Water 
Retention Measures (Green Infrastructure). 

Commission, 
Member States 
& stakeholders 

2014 

Green CAP pillar I to support Natural Water 
Retention Measures (through ecological 
focus areas).  

Commission and 
Member States 

As of 2014 

Use Structural & Cohesion Funds & EIB loans to 
support Natural Water Retention Measures. 

Commission, EIB 
and Member 
States 

2014-2021 

Develop CIS Guidance on ecological flow 
(and water accounts). 

Commission, 
Member States 
& stakeholders 

2014 

Apply GMES services to detect illegal 
abstraction. 

Commission and 
Member States 

As of 2013 
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Blueprint’s proposed action 

    
Action Who By when  

Enforce  water pricing/cost recovery obligations under WFD, 
including metering when relevant 

Commission Ongoing 

Make water pricing/cost recovery an ex ante conditions under 
the Rural Development and Cohesion policy funds 

Council, EP and 
Commision 

As of 2014 

Develop CIS Guidance on trading schemes and on cost/benefit 
assessment 

Commisison, MS & 
stakeholders 

2014 

Make water use reduction a pre-condition for some irrigation 
projects under rural development 

Council, EP and 
Commission 

As of 2014 

Develop CIS Guidance on water accounts (and ecological flow) Commission, MS & 
stakeholders 

2014  

Develop CIS Guidance on target-setting Commission, MS & 
stakeholders 

2014 ( 

Include water related products in the Eco-design Working Plan Commission 2012 

Develop voluntary EU Ecolabel and Green Public Procurement 
Criteria 

Commission 2013 

Spread best practices/ tools to achieve a sustatinable economic 
leakage level  

Commission, MS & water 
industry 

2013 
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Blueprint status on (some) actions 

 NRW – water supply leakage 
Best practice paper adressing performance indicators, targets,  bench marking and performance 
based contracting expected by end of 2014 

 

 Water reuse 
Focus on reuse of wastewater for irrigation.  Impact assessment paper expected end of 2014 
addressing possible role of Commission in relation to regulation and harmonisation of standards 

 

 Water Accounts 
Status document on current practices on water balance accounting and sector allocation  within 
river basins due early 2015  

 

 Ecological Flows 
Good practices document due by end of 2014 on determination of ecological flows to achieve 
good ecological status addressing also the relevance of this concept for heavily modified waters 



Water Efficiency 

• The time is ripe 

• The topic fits into ongoing international priorities 

• Incentives, approaches, tools, and operational targets and 
indicators for water efficiency are urgently needed globally 

• Europe may lead the way 

• And we are happy to contribute to the development of a 
session and the topic in general. 
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