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Groundwater in SADC 

Å75 % of the population is dependent on GW  

ÅGW is often sole water source, especially under 
drought conditions 

ÅGW is drought-resistant ï to a certain extent  

ÅBetter information needed on:  
ïGW conditions in SADC 

ïVulnerability of groundwater, and people dependent 
on it, during drought  

ÅAt present: 
ïLittle focus on GW in drought mgt. 

ïLittle emphasis on drought-resilience of               
water supply based on GW  

 





Concept of groundwater drought  

Calow et al. (1997)  



Groundwater drought, definition  

ÅWhen groundwater resources decline below 
long-term average conditions due to 
meteorological drought causing failure in 
availability and access for human use 

 



Groundwater drought 

ÅMost vulnerable areas: 

ïArid areas prone to meteorological drought 

ïPoor aquifers 

ïHigh populations dependent on GW 

ïPoor communities 

ïPoor GW infrastructure, maintenance, mgt. 

 


