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Concept Paper on  

ASEM Water Resources Research Center  

(Proposed by China) 

 

Background 

As one of the fundamental natural resources and strategic economic 

resources, and a key component of the eco-environment, water is vital for 

human survival as well as sustainable socio-economic development. The 

sustainable utilization and integrated management of water resources play 

a key role in addressing climate change.  

 

In Asia, water consumed in agricultural activities takes up around 90% of 

the total consumption, and an increasing amount of water is needed due 

to population growth, industrialization and urbanization, which further 

intensifies the pressure on water supply. Moreover, the ever growing 

pollution sources have made waste water treatment an urgent task. If 

appropriate measures cannot be adopted to utilize and manage water 

resources, future socio-economic development in Asia will be hindered, 

even more, a water crisis may loom large. In order to achieve sustainable 

development, European countries have adopted integrated management of 

water resources rather than a segmented one. Europe also highlights the 

control of non-point source pollution, adopts demand-side management 

through market mechanism with the emphasis on efficient utilization and 

protection of water resources and encourages the participation of the 

public and stakeholders. Asian and European countries face the common 

challenge of balancing water supply and demand, addressing problems 

like drought, water shortage, floods, water losses, soil erosion and water 

pollution, achieving sustainable utilization and comprehensive 

management of water, as well as developing and promoting water 
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conservation technologies.  

 

After the first Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) held in Thailand in 1996, a 

lot of actions were taken to promote Asia-Europe cooperation in water 

management. ASEM Science and Technology Ministers’ Meeting held in 

Beijing in 1999 put forward the initiative on strengthening science and 

technology cooperation on water management, and ASEM Workshop on 

Water Management in 2002 passed the Changsha Declaration on Water 

Management. In 2005, the Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology 

(MOST) and the EU launched an imitative “Multi-stakeholder Platform 

for ASEM S&T Cooperation on Sustainable Water Use” –a project under 

the Sixth EU Framework Programme for Research and Technological 

Development (FP6). In 2009, ASEM Forum on Water Resources 

Management was held in Changsha. Participants from both Asia and 

Europe reached consensus on collaboration priorities and joint actions. 

The Forum adopted a new declaration to promote the establishment a 

long-term cooperation mechanism for sustainable utilization of water. 

These above-mentioned meetings and projects have laid a solid 

foundation for the joint efforts between Asian and European countries in 

the future. 

 

In light of the multiple challenges faced by Asian and European countries 

in water resources and the call for science and technology cooperation in 

this field, China proposes to set up ASEM Water Resources Research 

Center in Changsha to jointly address the challenges related to water 

resources through S&T collaboration, and to ensure sustainable 

socio-economic development in Asia and Europe.  

 

Objectives 

 To enhance ASEM members’ exchanges on S&T policies in the field 

of water resources.  
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 To provide a platform for S&T cooperation in the field of water 

resources, including joint research, technical exchanges, technology 

transfer and demonstration of successful projects, personnel 

exchanges and training, capacity building and sharing of good 

practices, information and data. 

 To facilitate the establishment of long-term partnership among water 

resources research institutes in Asian and European countries. 

Regional cooperation shall be strengthened to foster a research 

network of water resources institutes, and create synergies through 

joint research activities, so as to jointly address common concerns on 

water utilization, management and environment improvement. 

 To provide policy recommendations and technological consultations 

to ASEM, Asian and European governments with regard to 

sustainable utilization and integrated management of water resources, 

and strategic S&T action plans in this field. 

 

Participants 

 Research institutes, universities and researchers of Asian and 

European countries in the field of water resources 

 Relevant government agencies of ASEM members 

 Business sectors engaged in water utilization 

 

Proposed Activities 

 Identify priority areas and launch joint research projects on a 

voluntary basis. 

 Facilitate capacity building programs, including training courses; and 

provide advice on strategic plans, policies and action plans. 

 Launch a website, regularly hold academic workshops and release 

publications, and share information about policies, technologies, 

practices and data concerning sustainable utilization and integrated 

management of water resources. 
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 Facilitate visits of researchers, particularly young researchers from 

ASEM members. 

 Promote technology transfer and demonstration projects. 

 Disseminate information about water resources protection and 

conservation, so as to promote public awareness and involvement. 

 

Launch of the Initiative 

China will put forward a detailed plan for the establishment of the Center 

and solicit comments from ASEM members. China will also invite 

research institutes and researchers from ASEM members to participate in 

the establishment, management and future operation of the Center. 


