
 

 

 

 

Concept Paper on 

ASEM Symposium on Sustainable Forest Management to 

Address Climate Change 

(Proposed by China) 

Background 

The accelerated industrialization has witnessed overexploitation of 

natural resources, which leads to the excessive emission of green house 

gases, bringing the daunting challenge of exacerbating climate change in 

front of mankind. Forests, as the main part of Earth’s terrestrial 

ecosystem, have irreplaceable function and great potential in carbon 

sequestration and climate change adaptation and mitigation. The 

protection, rehabilitation and effective management of forest resources, 

embodied in sustainable forest management (SFM), can increase forests’ 

carbon stock, and thus generate large sustained benefits to address climate 

change, which is an inevitable choice in the long run.  

 

Since the UNCED in 1992, forestry has gradually been thrust to the 

limelight in the international community; against the background of 

climate change in particular, SFM becomes the focus concerning the 

survival and development of human history. Despite various measures in 
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strengthening international cooperation of forest rehabilitation and 

sustainable forest management and steady progress in arresting 

deforestation, forest rehabilitation and sustainable forest management, 

challenges still face us. How to leverage sustainable forest management 

to address climate change effectively is a thorny subject matter.  

 

Eurasia, an extensive continent with 70% of the world’s population and 

40% of the global GDP, plays an influential role in the international 

economic and political arena. Making up for 40% of the world’s total 

forest area, the forests in Asia and Europe provide human society with 

economic, social and environmental functions, upon which the 

livelihoods and development of indigenous people depend. The 

sustainable management of those forests is an important channel for 

promoting poverty alleviation and sustainable development, and 

moreover those forests are the carrier for environmental protection and 

ecological balance, hence the backbone to fight against climate change.  

 

Asia, one of the fastest developing regions in the world, boasts of forest 

resources and has seen substantial progress in increasing forest coverage. 

Whereas, outdated policies and technologies, insufficient management 

experiences and funding, etc. are seriously confining the further 

development of forestry in the region. While many European countries, 
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now have entered the stage of modern forestry with comprehensive, 

coordinated and sustained development of the ecological, social and 

economic benefits of forests and accumulated rich experience in forest 

resource management.  

 

In order to promote interregional cooperation, ASEM, since 1990s, has 

become a platform for extensive political, economic, trade and cultural 

exchanges; cooperation in the forest sector, such as the one in urban 

forestry, has been made as well, but exchanges at a higher level for 

further cooperation is still falling behind. A platform should be set up for 

the central decision-makers of forestry under ASEM framework to share 

experience in forest resource management through related activities, for 

the benefit of realizing SFM of the whole Eurasia and the world as large.   

 

To this end, Chinese government proposes to closely cooperate with 

Asia-Pacific Network for Sustainable Forest Management and 

Rehabilitation (APFNet) to convene an ASEM Symposium on 

Sustainable Forest Management to Address Climate Change in June, 2011. 

It will gather forestry senior officials from ASEM countries to pool 

insights and share experience, as well to explore the feasibility of 

interregional forestry cooperation, so as to promote forestry development 

and contribute to the combat against climate change and sustainable 
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development worldwide.  

 

Objectives and Themes 

To share experience in effective forestry policies and forest management 

among ASEM countries at a higher level; and promote exchanges and 

cooperation among ASEM countries to improve forest management in 

Asian and European countries and address the challenges of climate 

change. They will be realized through specific sub-themes as follows:  

Sub-themes: 

 Actions taken by each government to promote sustainable forest 

management; the significance of applying sustainable forest 

management to address climate change;  

 Best practices of sustainable forest management and its effect on 

climate change mitigation in each country; 

 Potential cooperation among countries and with other initiatives.  

 

Participants 

From ASEM countries, about 40 representatives of the following 

stakeholder groups will be invited:  

 national forestry senior officials and policy-makers  

 research fellows from forestry institutes/academies  

 representatives from related international/regional organizations  



 

 5 

 

Host, Sponsor and Organizer 

The Symposium will be hosted by State Forestry Administration of China, 

sponsored and organized by APFNet. Support from any member country 

of ASEM or organization is welcomed.  

 

Time and Venue 

Time: June 15-17, 2011 

Venue: Lin’an, China 

 


