
 

 

 

Context: Co-animated by the Danish Water Forum and the French Water Partnership (with technical support of 

DHI and International Office for Water), the European Regional Process towards the 7
th

 World Water Forum 

organized its second session on May 29
th

 2014, as a side-event of the 3
rd

 Istanbul International Water Forum.  

Ten days after the Brussels’ kick-off meeting, where 6 overall topics of the European Regional Process had been 

chosen, this session had two objectives:  

-to begin the works on one topic: Transboundary Water Management  

-to make a presentation of the Process for the representatives of Turkey and for the European Region 

participants to the Istanbul Forum. 

The side-event was divided in two parts: 

=>The first one, chaired by Torkil J. Clausen, presented the topic of Transboundary Water 

Management as an example of specific added value coming from the European Region Experience.  

=>The second part, chaired by Bjorn K. Jensen, was dedicated to the general presentation of the 

European Regional Process towards the 7
th

 World Water Forum and the declination of the other 

selected topics, in a participative perspective for the audience.  

Presentations and discussions were held in presence of M. Soontak Lee, co-Chair of the International Steering 

Committee of the Daegu-Gyeongbuk 7
th

 World Water Forum.  
 

 

PART I:  TRANSBOUNDARY WATER MANAGEMENT IN THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT 

Chair: Mr. Torkil Jønch Clausen, Chief Policy Adviser, DHI  

 The issue of transboundary water management in Europe    

Mr. Jean-François Donzier, Managing Director of the International Office for Water,                    

Permanent Technical Secretary of International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO), 

Permanent Technical Secretary of the European Basin Organizations Group for Implementing 

Water Framework Directive (Europe-INBO) 

Mr. Jean-François Donzier first presented the question of transboundary water management in Europe, 

considering the European geography. The high concentration of transboundary water (54% of the territory is 

covered by 69 transboundary basins) makes the issue essential for water management in the entire continent.  

To cope with this necessity, the Water Framework Directive (article 3) has led to the designation of 40 

international river basin districts, including basins shared with countries which are not members of the EU 

(mainly but not only candidate countries). For member States, the European law doesn’t make a great 

difference between national and international basins, in terms of objectives and procedures. Being essentially 

geographical, the concept of Basin itself (including groundwater and surface water) goes further than national 

considerations. Considering the high level of requirements linked to the WFD and other Directives, this 

challenge create a real necessity to cooperate. M. Donzier presented exhaustively many of these requirements 

and recalled the concept of Integrated Water Resources Management. As an example, Mr. Donzier also 

presented the institutional structure of a typical international river commission in Europe.     

Thus, from the sharing of Alpine lakes between 2 countries to the Danube’s flow and its 18 riparian States, the 

large diversity of contexts gives to Europe a unique experience in transboundary water management. This 

makes it a key-topic of the European Regional Process towards the 7
th

 World Water Forum.  
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 Case Study of transboundary water management in Bulgaria   

-Mr. Nicola Karnolski, Chairman of the Europe-INBO, 

Chairman of the Central and Eastern European Network of Basin Organization (CEE-INBO) 

Director of the East Aegean River Basin  

-Ms. Galina Balusheva, Expert at Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria 

In Bulgaria, the Ministry of Environment and Water holds 4 rivers basins directorate, including the East Aegean 

one, of which M. Karnolski is director.  

Like in many countries of the European Region, the Bulgarian legal framework of Transboundary Waters 

Management is notably constituted by: 

-EU directives: Water Framework Directive (WFD), Flood Risk Management Directive (FRMD), and 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD)  

-Water conventions: (in this case: UNECE Water Convention of 1992, Danube River Protection 

Convention of 1994, and Black sea Protection Convention of 1992)   

-Bilateral Agreements (Greece, Romania) 

In a national perspective, Mr. Karnolski described the implementation of EU Directives (WFD and FRMD) in 

Bulgaria. Ms. Balusheva focused on the MSFD: to fulfill its requirements, preliminary assessment, 

environmental targets and indicators have been produced by Bulgaria (articles 8, 9, 10 of the WFD).  

In a transboundary water management perspective, Mr. Karnolski presented the activities of cooperation 

developed by Bulgaria with its neighbors that are also members of the EU (Greece and Romania) in order to 

achieve the requirements of the WFD and the FRMD. He also presented the existing actions with non-members 

neighbor States implementing the EU directives, like Turkey, Serbia and Macedonia.  

Then Ms. Balusheva described the role of international cooperation to achieve the requirements of the MSFD 

in the Black Sea, which precious biodiversity is fragile and endangered by human activities. Many examples of 

transboundary cooperation to protect the Black Sea do exist. To implement the WFD, thanks to a funding from 

the EU commission, a common project with Romania is in progress to develop a monitoring program (article 11 

of the WFD).  In order to fulfill the Good Environmental Status by 2020, and in the mark of the Black Sea 

Convention of 1992 (which gathers 6 coastal States), a Strategic Action Plan is also implemented by dedicated 

groups of international cooperation between the riparian Countries.  

 

 Case Study of the Scheldt Commission  

Mr. Jean Schepman, Chairman of the Committee on International Affairs and Sustainability 

“Agence de l’Eau Artois Picardie”  

Mr. Arnaud Courtecuisse, Head of International Affairs, “Agence de l’Eau Artois Picardie” 

In France, six Agencies are responsible for River Basins Management. The “Agence de l’Eau Artois Picardie” is 

operating in the north of France, near the Belgian frontier. It is therefore in charge of the upstream section of 

the Scheldt. Taking its source in France, this 350 km long river crosses the Walloon part of Belgium before the 

Flemish one, flows by Brussels and finishes its stream in the Netherlands.  

Considering its experience and achievements, the Commission for the Protection of the Scheldt is a good 

example of what Europe is able to do to promote transboundary water management. Created in 1994 and 

based in Antwerp, a number of actions have been developed to improve water quality. Based on this structure, 

the treaty of Genk (31th December 2002) has enlarged its capacity of action and its geographical projection to 

approximately 40 000 km
2
, in order to fulfill the requirements of the Water Framework Directive. Example of 

European complexity, this cooperation involves three countries (Belgium, France, and Netherlands) but six 

States (including Flemish, Walloon and Brussels institutions).  

Mr. Courtecuisse presented the main challenge for the achievement of the good status of water (WFD): rivers 

of the Basin are quite small, with low inflows, while density of population is high, with all the following 
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meanings in terms of discharge. In such geographical conditions, the question of hydromorphology 

permanence is also a serious issue, and even more considering the river transport, and the intense agricultural 

activity.  To face these problems in a comprehensive method, each state administration has to make its own 

monitoring and reporting, but the sum of this knowledge also serves to make roof reports, at the scale of the 

International Commission of the Scheldt. It’s the same for Planning and Programs of Measures, which are 

also coordinated at the Scheldt district scale.  

To cope with another key element of the WFD, Mr. Courtecuisse described the efforts made by the Scheldt 

International Commission to enhance public participation at the level of the international district. Artois 

Picardie Basin Authority promotes the Youth Water Parliament which gathers young people from each country 

(many of whom may come to the 7
TH

 World Water Forum). 

Mr. Schepman presented the issue of rising water level in the North Sea cost, and the role of international 

cooperation to take the good decisions and implement them efficiently. Mr. Schepman, as an elected person, 

also made a precise description of political acceptance for a population to the long decisional process, in an 

intricate and dense agenda.  

 

PART II: THE EUROPE REGIONAL PROCESS 

Chair: Mr. Bjørn Kaare Jensen, Chairman of the Danish Water Forum 

 Objectives and outcomes of the Europe Regional Process 

Mr. Henri Begorre, Chairman of the French Water Partnership 

Mr. Begorre presented the Daegu-Gyeongbuk 7
th

 World Water Forum and its preparation that will occupy the 

water community in the months to come. The official theme of the event will be “Water for Our Future”.  

The Regional Process is one of the four processes of preparation. The three others are:  

-Political processes (governmental, parliamentarian and local authorities)  

-Thematic process (with four action goals and 16 topics) 

-Science & Technology process, which is a new process created in this occasion 

The Regional Process will be divided in two parts: 

         -Regions (Africa, America, Asia Pacific and so Europe) 

         -Cross-Regions (Mediterranean, Arab countries and Economically Water Scarce Areas) 

Mr. Begorre described the interactions between the processes, to introduce their own and common objectives.  

 

Mr. Jean-François Donzier, Managing Director of the International Office for Water 

M. Donzier developed two dimensions concerning the European Regional Process: temporally and spatially.  

Temporally, the 7
th

 World Water Forum of Daegu-Gyeongbuk arrives after 6 others forums, so work must be 

done considering the last one’s outputs. Mr. Donzier said that the European Regional Process will be a 

preparation on the follow-up regarding what has been done before, in order to produce a deeply effective 

discussion. In a larger perspective, this could lead to build bridges towards the 8
th

 Forum, in Brasilia.  

Spatially, Mr. Donzier underlined that the term of “Europe” shall be understood in an extensive definition. On a 

voluntary basis, the process is of course open to Turkey, Eastern Europe countries, Caucasus, Balkans, Turkey, 

Ukraine, Byelorussia, Moldova, Russian Federation, Caucasus and Central Asian countries (especially for 

transboundary water management issues). All are welcome to participate. The 12
th

 International Conference 

Europe-INBO that will take place from 12
th

 to 15
th

 November in Bucharest this year programs a session for the 

Regional Process. Many other events might be planned; either linked with international water events or 

specifically organized for the Regional Process. 

 It will be an interactive process to collect point of views of the whole European Region.  
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Ms. Miriam Feilberg, Project Director at the Danish Water Forum 

Ms. Feilberg completed the presentation of the European Regional Process by defining more specifically its 

activities: 

-Identify and gather stakeholders in order to create ways of cooperation  

-Facilitate meetings between them thanks to organized events 

-Produce discussions in line with European and World preoccupations  

-Identify key topics of the European Experience  

-Prepare the European Regional Session in order to produce outputs (that also might become inputs for 
the different Political processes)   

During the kick-off meeting of Brussels, six topics have been selected by the participants:  

-Transboundary Water Management 

-EU directives implementation 

-Water efficiency in a broader definition 

-Adaptation to Climate change 

-Innovation to urban water management 

-Issues related to Sciences & Technology: Data and knowledge and gap skills 

As it is the case for the Istanbul session for Transboundary Water Management, these issues will rhythm the 
meetings of the European Regional Process. Indeed, such a list is a prioritization, which means that others 
issues (like the creation of a Water SDG) recognized as backbone questions won’t be eluded, but they will 
rather be treated through the identified topics.  

Mr. Donzier said that these topics are selected as European relevant specificities. This is the main difference 

with the thematic process that lists 16 global water issues in a more general perspective.    

M. Feilberg concluded by presenting the next steps of the European Regional Process:  

-Establish session groups on selected topic,  

-Plan European events  

-Identify challenges, lessons learned and good cases.  

 

 Discussion  

 Preparation to the World Water Forum  

Mr. Saatci, president of the Turkish Water Institute (SUEN), asked to precise the definition of “Economical 

Water Scarce Areas”, which is a cross regional preparation process to the forum.  

Mr. Jønch Clausen answered that this cross region, innovation of the 7
th

 World Water Forum, gathers countries 

that combine “scarcity in resources” and “inability in terms of economical capacities to manage water”. These 

countries are located in different zones of the regional process, legitimating the existence of a cross regional 

process.  He also added that the definition will be clarified in the weeks to come.   

 

 Topics  

Mr. Saatci proposed to add the question of groundwater as a main topic for the European Regional Process 

that should be more integrated to transboundary water management.    

M. Muller, from the Global Water Partnership Central and Eastern Europe, who was present at the kick-off 

meeting in Brussels, underlined the success of the session and the relevance of transboundary water 

management between EU and non EU countries, which is a good experience at the East of Europe.  

It was raised that water efficiency could be linked with Sciences and Technology issues. Ms. Feilberg answered 

that it is a topic selected by Sciences & Technology Process. So the European Process will study the notion of 

water efficiency in a broader perspective. She added that the question of the interaction between processes is 

still in progress.   



 

Report from Istanbul session on Transboundary Water Management    

European Regional Process towards the 7th World Water Forum – Istanbul, May 29
th

 2014  5 

 

 Events  

Ms. Balusheva and M. Donzier recalled the 12
th

 Europe-INBO International Conference (12
th

-15
th

 November 

2014, Bucharest) where a session of the European Regional Process will be organized.  

M. Muller proposed the Integrated Drought Management Programme Workshop (Budapest, 4
th

 October 2014), 

of GWP CEE, for which a session of the European Regional Process may be organized.  

Elena Bizina, head of the division of water policy at RusHydro, mentioned a conference that would take place 

on the grant of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation in Moscow in the 

autumn. It will be devoted to the biodiversity conservation in hydropower sector and organized by UNDP. TO 

CONFIRM ON MONDAY. The European Regional Process could be present there. M. Donzier added that a 

Russian translation is allowed in the European Regional Process budget.  

 

 

 


