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Context of the session 

• Joint organisation of the Science and Technology 
session by the European region and the 
Mediterranean region; 

• Specificities in each region for the integration of 
science and new technologies; 

• Focus on the ‘Triple Helix’: cooperation between 
stakeholders from governments, business, 
universities and institutions.  
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Main conclusions 

• Getting (innovative) solutions ‘out of the lab’ is 
stimulated by a multi-stakeholder approach where 
businesses, governments and research 
organisations work together; 

• The relative low cost of water in Europe makes the 
business case complex, the water-energy nexus is 
an interesting approach as energy is more 
expensive; 

• Risk adversity is hindering the development and 
implementation of new solutions, although there 
are a number of demo sites and pilots. 
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From research to reality  
S&T recommendations 

• Working the triple helix is a good start, however, this 
could be broadened to the ‘Quadrupel Helix’ by 
involving the public and civil society as well; 

• It is proposed that the idea of ‘risk adversity’ can move 
to the idea of (facilitated) ‘risk awareness’; 

• New ways of financing new water technologies can be 
explored, such as ‘revolving funds’ that cover risks and 
sharing of costs among (all) stakeholders involved; 

• Adaptation is key: there are a fair number of (scientific) 
solutions available, but they need to be known to 
potential end-users and be adapted to local 
circumstances in order to solve current challenges. 
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What is next 

• The Mediterranean region and the European region 
aim to work closer together to scope the 
innovation landscape and work towards a 
partnership that drives and facilitates the 
development and implementation of new 
technologies. 
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Thank you for your attention 
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