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ERRIN-WssTP H2020 Brokerage event & 

 WGs Event, 26-27 November 2014! 
REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 

Dear WssTP friends, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s congress attracted more than 5500 water professionals 
from 106 countries and WssTP made its presence felt with its director, 
Durk Krol, giving a presentation at the European Process for the 7th 
World Water Forum session, organised by the Danish Water Forum 
and the French Water Partnership on the 25th of September. 
 
WssTP also participated at Wetsus annual congress titled “From 
Knowledge to Business” which took place 6th and 7th of October 2014 
in Leeuwarden. Durk Krol was among the speakers of the first day, 
taking part in the session ‘Green Technologies for circular economy’, 
where he presented WssTP’s activities, as well as all the latest 
developments with regards to EU Water Regulation and Junker’s new 
Commission. On 9 October Durk KROL attended a meeting of the 
business network of the Water Innovation Accelerator (WIN) based in 
Lund (Sweden), to discuss ways of improving market access for 
innovative water solutions.  
 
Yesterday, I spoke at the CEN/CENELEC conference on “Standards: 
Your innovation bridge” with more than 400 participants from all over 
the Europe. My main messages were that we need to speed up 
standardization in the water sector and  create an ‘Innovation – 
Standards – Market’ nexus  to ensure a short way to the market and 
to raise our competitiveness. The main challenge for standardization 
always is building a consensus. I believe that WssTP with its wide and 
diverse membership covering the whole water value chain can play an 
instrumental role here, especially with regard to the incorporation of 
standards into RTD, projects, and Horizon 2020. 
 
Only a few days separate us from the EIP Water Conference 2014 
which opens its doors the 5th and 6th of November in Barcelona, 
hosted by Aigues de Barcelona, a subsidiary of WssTP member SUEZ 
Environment. Since the launch of the EIP Water, WssTP has always 
been amongst its main drivers and supporters and we are glad to see 
that the 2nd edition of EIP Water Conference is going to welcome 500 
participants! I’m very pleased to deliver one of the keynote speeches 
on its first day, addressing the innovation demand from the side of the 
water industry. I would also like to take this opportunity to say 
farewell to Robert Schröder from DG Environment who has been 
instrumental in bringing the EIP Water where it is today. I would like 
to say a big thank you to Robert and wish him all the best with the 
continuation of his career in the Eco-innovation unit of DG RTD, where 
I am sure we will meet again! 
 
Tomas Michel, WssTP President 
 

This month has been busy for the European water 
sector with many significant events taken place, in 
which WssTP played its part! On 23rd of September, 
WssTP had its Board meeting on the occasion of the 
IWA World Water Congress and Exhibition held from 
the 21st to 26th of September in Lisbon, Portugal . 
 

ERRIN and WssTP are jointly organising a Brokerage 
event to facilitate networking between their members 
for collaborative projects, as well as to foster the 
creation of consortia for the upcoming Horizon 2020 
calls and other EU funding opportunities. 
 
 The programme will underline the strategic importance 
that WssTP and ERRIN give to the role of regional actors 
and SMEs in European research and innovation related 
to water. Speakers from the European Commission, the 
Enterprise Europe Network, the National Contact points 
will be brought together to explain to WssTP and ERRIN 
members the lessons and experiences learnt from the 
2014 calls.  In addition to this, evaluators will share their 
experiences, by presenting their own point of view. 
ERRIN- WssTP brokerage event is an opportunity to find 
the partners and expertise you are looking for your 
projects! For more information, please contact Durk 
Krol. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WG Urban Water Pollution 

Interim Activity Report   

OUT  for public 

consultation! 
 

 
WssTP Working Group ‘Urban Water Pollution’ has 
produced a consultation paper titled ‘’Working Group on 
Urban Water Pollution Interim Activity Report for public 
consultation”. On the basis of comments and additions 
received, the Working Group will revise the paper and 
produce the research road map  as a final document that  
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What are the goals and expectations you have from the WG Eco-

system services?  

The main goal is to ensure that ecosystem services are 
acknowledged as a relevant concept that will enhance water 
resources management. More specifically, we would like to 
contribute to EU and national initiatives and plans that aim at 
protecting and restoring ecosystems and that aim at guarantying 
the necessary water to maintain the functionality and 
conservation of the ecosystem services of the natural ecosystems. 
We also intend to explore how the Payment for Ecosystem 
Services can be a better tool in water management policies. The 
other goal is to create a technological and strategic window of 
opportunity for a green economy sector which needs to be 
boosted to be more competitive and create a new industrial sector 
in Europe.  
 
What are the challenges the WG has to face in order to meet its  
objectives?  
The main challenge is probably to make ecosystem services an 
operational concept that can actually be implemented. The main 
subjects so far, have been linked to payment for ecosystem 
services and the assessment of ecosystem services value. As a 
Working Group, we had a discussion on what we understand by 
“ecosystem services” and we agreed that ecosystems services 
would need to be tackled according to three topics: 
  

I. Urban water management (storm-water/rainwater 
management, spatial planning, water recycling and 
retention, green infrastructure) 

II. River basin/resource management (river restoration, 
ecological flow, river regulation, self- treatment, ecological 
functions, water quality management, green 
infrastructure, ecosystem value, resource efficiency, 
carrying capacity) 

III. Water treatment (green infrastructure, self-treatment, 
water quality management) 

  
The issue of “paying for ecosystem services” might be tackled 
across all topics. It was also agreed that these topics could not only 
be tackled from a R&D point of view, and it would be important to 
identify how R&D projects on ecosystem services could also 
produce value for SMEs, from an economic point of view. As you 
can see, ecosystem services cover a lot of components of the 
water resources management cycle!  

  
 

  

What is the Working Group currently working on? 
We are holding a joint EURAQUA – WSSTP workshop in 
Oslo on 18– 19 November on Water-related ecosystem 
services [ESS] – increasing the relevance of the concept 
for operational management on various scales.  
 
This is an important workshop that will take stock on 
research findings on ecosystem services and, thus will give 
us an overview of where we stand. It will also create 
synergies for future responses to H2020 calls. A lot of 
research is being done on the subject. Combining efforts 
on this will give us a better idea on how to move on for 
the next steps. In the meantime, we would like to identify 
policy gaps in tackling ecosystem services and policy 
provisions conflicting with ecosystem services – the 
objective is to then identify how R&D projects can 
contribute to more effective ecosystem services. And we 
would like to produce papers that will cover three 
abovementioned topics in relation to ecosystem services – 
from research to innovation and creation of economic 
value for SMEs. Considering the transfer to markets is an 
important component, that is why, we intend to organize 
a workshop with SMEs to discuss the results and consider 
the following steps to bring research to markets. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Around 20 years ago the Province of Fryslân started to 
specialise in Water Technology. Fryslân is pleased to 
report that their activities in the field of Water Technology 
are advancing steadily with some highlights we wish to 
share.  
 
150 companies connected to WaterCampus 
 
On the 6th and 7th of October of 2014, the annual Wetsus 
Congress took place in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands. 
Around 800 interested people visited the congress, which 
focused on the theme “From Knowledge to business”.  
During the first day Wetsus was able to announce ten new 
members joined the program, including Waternet, 
Waterschap Zuiderzeeland, Metalmembranes and DMT 
Environmental Technology. Overall there are now more 
than 150 companies connected to WaterCampus 
Leeuwarden, through Wetsus and Water Alliance.  
 
Demosite Hospital Waste Water Treatment 
The second day started with a very interesting 
presentation about the relationship between health and 
water. Professor Alexander Friedrich from UMCG reported  
 
 
 

This month, WssTP talks with Gaetane 

Suzenet, Working Group leader of the 

WG ‘Ecosystem Services’ and its 
current activities! 

Fryslân paving the way 

for Water Technology! 
 

by Pieter de Jong 
 

will be submitted to the iTAB, (Innovation Technology Advisory 
Board) of WssTP. For more information, please contact  Adriana 
Hulsmann. 
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The European Commission has launched a European 
Innovation Partnership on Water, with the aim to support 
and facilitate the development of  solutions to answer 
global water challenges. This online questionnaire has been 
developed within RTWQM Action Group Framework, in 
order to identify market needs, best practices, and barriers 
to the use of monitoring technologies. The results will be 
used to achieve the Action Group’s overall goals of fostering 
solutions to water challenges based on online water quality 
monitoring technologies and affordable monitoring 
strategies. The received input will help determine a course 
of action which will benefit all stakeholders involved in real-
time water quality monitoring. To answer the questionnaire, 
please click here. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Professor Alexander Friedrich from UMCG reported on the 
increasing problem of drug resistant bacteria in hospitals. 
Besides patients travelling from hospital to hospital, also waste 
water from hospitals might be a vector spreading this 
resistance. 
 
At the Antonius Ziekenhuis Sneek the world’s first demosite for 
the treatment of waste water from hospitals has been opened. 
Companies (especially innovative SMEs) from all over Europe 
can use this facility to test new ways of removing pathogens of 
pharmaceuticals. The demosite was developed in Interreg IVA 
project Denewa.  
 
Climate-KIC and Aqua Nirvana Foundation  
During the first conference day it was announced that Wetsus 
became a new affiliate partner of the Climate-KIC. Wetsus and 
Climate-KIC expressed their wish to become the European 
unifying factor for education, innovation and entrepreneurship 
in the field of water technology. This unifying factor was also 
acknowledged by Aqua Nirvana Foundation, which decided to 
settle on WaterCampus Leeuwarden. It will be one of the new 
residents of the new building, which will officially open in 
January 2015. Aqua Nirvana Foundation, Wetsus participant 
since 2011, has the mission to give every long-person in the 
world access to safe, clean water by investing in technologies 
that are fully sustainable in the term future. 
 
Human Capital Roadmap for RIS3 
Many regions in Europe, especially within the EU-12, are 
building innovation centers and technological campuses. 
Investing in new buildings and research equipment is one of the 
pillars for growth and jobs, investments for research, 
innovation and business development is another. The third 
pillar: a dedicated Human Capital Roadmap is often forgotten. 
Having the right skills, mindset and knowledge to connect 
business and academia is not an easy task. We are very proud 
to have developed experience in this area and we wish to share 
this information with other regions. The skills and knowledge 
can be transferred to Master students and PhDs, participating 
in Master Track Water Technology students and Wetsus PhDs 
programme respectively. For business start-ups and companies 
that wish to improve their market opportunities the Water 
Campus Business Challenge offers a challenging program 
annually.  
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Spring session 2015 

PO deadline: 15 December 2014 
FPP deadline: 27 February 2015 

Label assessment: 16 March 2015 
 

For more information, please contact Lucia Medori 
 

 

 

 

KWB project CARISMO 

nominated for German 

Sustainability Award! 

WssTP is proud to announce that the Project CARISMO of our 
member, KWB-Berlin Centre of Competence for Water is 
nominated for the German Sustainability Award in the 
category 'research'. At the Berlin Centre of Competence for 
Water, a new concept for wastewater treatment was 
developed and tested within the framework of the project 
CARISMO (“CARbon IS MOney”) with the goal of tapping the 
full energy potential in wastewater and generate an energy 
gain. As Boris Lesjean, chief research officer at Berlin Centre 
of Competence for Water, explained 'The pilot study by KWB 
has shown that a better utilisation of the energy potential 
from wastewater with currently available technologies is 
possible'. The award winner will be determined by online 
voting.   For more information about the CARISMO project, 
please refer to kompetenz-wasser.de. 
 

 

EIP Action Group Real Time 

Water Quality Monitoring! 

Online Questionnaire 

Submission deadline  

14th November! 
 

 

ACQUEAU’s OPEN 

CALL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The registrations for the EIP Water Conference have closed 
but the entire EIP Water Conference will be live-streamed 
and up to 1.900 participants can sign up for it – not only to 
follow the Conference or parts of it online, but also to send 
their questions and play an active role! WssTP will be 
attending the conference in Barcelona! We’re looking  
forward to welcoming you at our exhibition stand! 

 

Join EIP Water 

Conference 
2014 online! 
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AGENDA 
 

3rd-4th November 2014 
 EuroMED-IMWC Conference  

 
5th-6th Νοvember 2014 

EIP Water 2014 Annual Conference 
 

6th November 2014 
Liaison Committee Launch Meeting 

 
12th November 2014 

CEFIC Water Risk Management 
Workshop 

  
17th-19th November 2014 

EWA Brussels Days & 
10th EWA Brussels Conference ''Water 

in the Cities'  
 

18th-19th November 2014 
Joint EurAqua-WssTP workshop 

 
25th November 2014 

 2nd Meeting for the WssTP WG 
'Advanced Membrane Technology' 

 
26th-27th November 2014 

ERRIN-WssTP Brokerage and WG Event 
 

 www.wsstp.eu 

On Twitter: @wsstpeu 

On Linkedin: The WssTP Group 

 

WssTP counts now 124 members, a constant growth since its 
creation in 2007. 

As a WssTP member, you can have a European impact on the 
EU Water RTD&I strategy and be benefited from numerous 
services including:  

 Networking workshops and brokerage events  

 Information on the latest news about calls for 
proposals   and relevant EU policy  

 Take a leading role in one of our working groups 

 Contribute to the shaping of relevant EU policy and 
the priority setting for public funding, research and 
innovation at EU level. 

For more information, please contact Durk Krol ! 

 

Increase your 

chances  

to succeed in 2014  

Calls- Horizon 2020!  

Join WssTP!  
 

 

Welcome 4 New Members! 

ADVANTICSYS is a privately-owned high-tech SME specialized in 
the field of remote monitoring systems. Among different 
sectors, smart water solutions are one of the most rapid-growth 
markets, providing wireless monitoring solutions for efficient 
management of the water distribution network and its 
components ADVANTICSYS participates in the following FP7 
projects:  FP7 – WeSenseIT (Citizen Water Observatories) ; FP7 – 
WISDOM (Water analytics and Intelligent Sensing for Demand 
Optimised Management) ;FP7 – ISIS (Improving drinking water 
security management).  For more information, please click here. 

 

 

 
ADVANTICSYS, Spain 

 

Ghent University, Centre for 

Environmental Science & 

Technology, Belgium 
  

The Centre for Environmental Science and Technology (CES&T) of 
UGent commits itself  as a central, recognizable UGent contact 
point for environmental research and services and  as an info 
centre and discussion platform for environmental programs at 
Ugent. It also aims at strengthening internal collaboration in 
environmental research and interaction with stakeholders 
(industry and regulatory bodies). In addition, it organises and 
supports environmental initiatives (study days, workshops, 
congresses). For more information, please click here. 

BIOFOS is a wastewater utility owned by 15 municipalities in the 
Greater Copenhagen Area. BIOFOS is the largest environmental 
company within wastewater treatment in Denmark. Three 
wastewater treatment plants Lynetten, Avedøre and Damhusåen 
perform operation and management of the wastewater including 
total sludge handling. For more information, please click here. 

 

 

BIOFOS, Denmark 

 

Water Systems and Services 
Innovation Centre, Ireland 

The Water Systems & Services Innovation Centre is part of the 
Nimbus Centre for Embedded Systems Research in Cork Institute of 
Technology, Cork, Ireland. WSSIC engages in projects across all 
aspects of the water sector, using ICT, wireless communications, 
advanced control systems and real-time optimisation methods to 
address water-related challenges,  improve efficiency, create 
innovative solutions and deploy prototypes in real-world test-beds. 
We partner on EU projects, and partner with international academic 
and industrial partners. For more information, please click here. 
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