
TOWARDS AN ANTHROPOLOGY OF DEFECATION
An open lecture presented by Water Supply & Sanitation in Emergencies

Venue:
University of Copenhagen
Centre for Health and Society (CSS)
Øster Farimagsgade 5
Room 15.3.01 

SJAAK VAN DER GEEST is Professor Emeritus of Medical Anthropology at the University 
of Amsterdam, visiting professor at BRAC University in Dhaka, Bangladesh and dean of the 
Amsterdam Master’s in Medical Anthropology (AMMA). He has done fieldwork in Ghana and 
Cameroon on a variety of subjects including sexual relationships and birth control, and con-
cepts of dirt and defecation. He is founder and editor-in-chief of the journal Medische An-
tropologie and assistant editor of several other journals in the field of medical anthropology. 

As an introduction to the world of perception of dirt and latrines Van Der Geest has written 
the brilliant paper “Akan Shit: Getting Rid of Dirt in Ghana” in Anthropology Today, Vol. 14, 
No. 3 (Jun., 1998), pp. 8-12. 

For more information, incl. downloadable publications, please visit www.sjaakvandergeest.nl  

No preliminary registration required.

This open lecture is also part of the course Water Supply and Sanitation in Emergencies 
from the master programmes in International Health and Disaster Management. 

19 April 2009, 13.15 - 15.00


